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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, RW 

SUBJECT: RWANDAN REQUEST FOR NONLETHAL MILITARY AID 
REF KIGALI 638 

1 . AT MY SUGGESTION, PRES HAB Y ARIMANA INVITED ME IN JUNE 28 
TO DISCUSS RESULTS MY CONSULTATIONS IN ABIDJAN, MONROVIA, 

AND WASHINGTON DURING PAST SIX WEEKS. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 
TO HIM, OF COURSE, WAS WASHINGTON'S REACTION TO HIS REQUEST 
FOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING (WHICH HE HAD REINFORCED 
BY SENDING SPECIAL DELEGATION TO WASHINGTON TO PURSUE 
REQUEST DURING MY CONSULTATIONS). 

2. MEMCON BEING POUCHED TO ADDRESSEES RECOUNTS OUR 
DISCUSSION IN DETAIL, BOTH ON THIS SUBJECT AND ON "MACRO- 
DIMENSIONAL" ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. BRIEFLY, PRESIDENT 
AGAIN EMPHASIZED NON-BELLIGERENT, NATION-BUILDING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CHARACTER OF REQUESTED MILITARY AID ("WHOM COULD RWANDA 
CONCEIVABLY ATTACK?") AND ON RWANDA'S INABILITY TO PAY CASH 
FOR EVEN MOST ELEMENTAL EQUIPMENT. HE INSISTED THAT LIST 
OF NEEDED EQUIPMENT, MEDICINES, AND TRAINING WAS MODEST 
AND THAT ASSISTANCE RECEIVED WOULD SERVE DEVELOPMENTAL AS 
WELL AS DEFENSE PURPOSES. 
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3. 1 OUTLINED RESULTS OF WASHINGTON DISCUSSIONS ALONG 
LINES SIMILAR TO THOSE GIVEN RWANDAN DEL BY DAS SEELYE, 

ADDING THAT AT SEELYE’S DIRECTION EXPLORATORY MEETINGS HAD 
BEEN HELD WITH BOTH T AND AID. I ADMITTED THAT, DESPITE MY 
INITIAL OPPOSITION TO DELEGATION VISIT, RWANDANS HAD MADE 
GOOD IMPRESSION AND PERSUASIVE CASE. I WARNED THAT CURRENT 
POLICY OBSTACLES TO ANY SUCH ASSISTANCE TO RWANDA REMAINED 
ENORMOUS, BUT REPORTED SYMPATHY IN WASHINGTON TO PLIGHT OF 
POOR COUNTRIES WITH NO DIRECT SECURITY SIGNIFICANCE FOR U.S. 

WHICH MUST NEVERTHELESS ASSURE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND 
WHOSE ARMED FORCES ALSO PLAY KEY DEVELOPMENT ROLE. 

4. PRESIDENT SEEMED GRATIFIED, ALTHOUGH I WAS CAREFUL NOT 
TO FUEL HIS HOPES. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: WE OWE GOR A FORMAL REPLY TO ITS NOTE 
OF MAY 17 ON THIS SUBIECT AND I PROPOSE USE THIS MEANS TO 
REITERATE WHAT I TOLD PRESIDENT VERBALLY (AND WHAT RWANDANS TOLD 
IN WASHINGTON). DRAFT NOTE FOR WASHINGTON'S CONSIDERATION BEING 
SENT SEPTEL. REQUEST IT BE GIVEN DEPT S PRIORITY CONSIDERATION. 
CRIGT.FR 
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